
Draft Meeting Summary
 

November 1, 2005
KI Convention Center and Regency Suites

Green Bay, WI

Attendees:
Kate Barrett, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
Judy Beck, U.S. EPA – Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO)
Sue Brauer, U.S. EPA – Region 5 – Waste, Pesticides and Toxics Division
Jim Bredin, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) – Office of the Great Lakes
Marsha Burzynski, WDNR
Shannon Briggs, MDEQ
Alex da Silva, Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)
Laura Evans, U.S. EPA – GLNPO
Diane Figiel, WDNR
Art Garceau, IDEM (via phone)
Norm Grannemann, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
Rich Greenwood, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), Liaison to U.S. EPA – GLNPO
Victoria Harris, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant
Paul Horvatin, U.S. EPA – GLNPO
John Hummer, Great Lakes Commission (GLC)
Bob Kavetsky, USFWS 
Joe Keithley, IDEM
Jack Kelly, U.S. EPA - Office of Research and Development (ORD), Duluth
Gary Kohlhepp, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Russell Kreis, U.S. EPA – ORD, Grosse Ille
Ric Lawson, GLC
Sarah Lehmann, U.S. EPA Region 5 (via phone)
Tammy Mitchell, Illinois EPA
Greg Mund, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Charlie Peters, U.S. Geological Survey
Shaili Pfeiffer, WDNR
Julie Sims, MDEQ
Jim Snitgen, Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin
Chuck Spooner, U.S. EPA
Linda Talbot, WDNR
Janet Vail, Grand Valley State University, Annis Water Resources Institute
Rhonda Volz, WDNR
Glenn Warren, U.S. EPA – GLNPO
Holly Wirick, U.S. EPA – GLNPO
Kevin Yam, GLC

* indicates action items



Call to order at 9:07 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions
Charlie Peters welcomed everyone to the 12th LMMCC meeting.  Introductions followed.

Review of Agenda
Hummer reviewed the agenda.  No changes.

Presentation: Nearshore Assessment Research and Indicator Development
Presentation by Dr. Jack Kelly.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Historical perspective?  - Some analysis, but no results yet.
- Aware of other probabilistic sampling on lake scale like this?  Other Guardian sampling, but
nothing doing the depth based stratification.  There is a publication of some similar scoped river
work.
- Associated with GLEI?  Yes, very closely.  Lake Superior work funded by EC, GLNPO, USGS.
- Apply to small lakes?  Yes, some towfish designed for small boats.  
- Cost?  Cost of sensors run $50-100k.

Presentation: National Monitoring Network
Presentation by Chuck Spooner.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Called for by Oceans Report.
- Advisory committee asked NWQMC to take lead.
- Great Lakes not a case study area.
- Metadata, XML linkages.
- Need more work on Great Lakes design.
- New $$?  Not yet.  Purpose is to define a federally funded backbone.
- Implications for Great Lakes not having a “major river?”  No...will still work toward 90% flow
coverage.
- Re-establish NASWQAN stations?  If they are where we need them.  Mostly at stream mouths.
- GLOS $$ for NMN?  No.  Separate process.
- Nearshore as well as tribs?  Yes.
- Cost estimates in the report?  Don’t know.  No CEQ guidance on this.
- STORET and NWIS stations will be the foundation.

Great Lakes Regional Collaboration
Judy Beck reported.
- 12/12/05 roll-out of final report.
- Summarized the process.

• Indicators and Information Chapter
Presentation by Charlie Peters.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Peters summarized the I/I chapter and ideas for LMMCC workgroups.
- Some agency bias in the report.

• Discussion – LMMCC member participation and workgroup linkages
- Discussed the Council of Great Lakes Research Managers (CGLRM) involvement in the I/I
chapter implementation strategy.  See the report appendix.
- Paul Horvatin: LMMCC should look at other efforts, like the Lake Erie Millennium Network,
held out as the premier model – includes research.
- Can LMMCC interface with the CGLRM?  Good opportunity is a CGLRM February/March
meeting with the LEMN; possible venue for an LMMCC meeting or presentation.



- Discussed potential for LMMCC workgroups to develop research strategies.  

* LMMCC will carry over the research component to the next LMMCC agenda. 
Consensus to establish a new Research workgroup.  Horvatin will chair.

- John Hummer finalized discussion emphasizing Peter’s point that LMMCC is well poised and
in a good position to follow up on GLRC strategy team reports and integrate them into future
efforts of the workgroups.  He circulated a workgroup sign-up sheet to “revitalize” the
workgroups.  There was ample response from meeting participants.

* Hummer will send out list of workgroups and current members.  Others with interest in
participating on a workgroup should contact him.

Presentation: Great Lakes Charter Annex Update – Potential Groundwater Monitoring
Issues
Presentation by Norm Grannemann.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Dedicated wells?  No.  Mostly old or other purpose wells.
- High use impact on groundwater flow?  Have not investigated directly.  There are a couple of
places where very large extractors are having large impact.
- Council could look at data availability.

Monitoring Initiatives and Updates

• Great Lake Aquatic Contaminant Surveillance (GLACS) Program 
Glenn Warren reported.
- Since the Lake Michigan Mass Balance project, moved some sites to spawning locations. 
Looking for traditional toxics, as well as mercury and other PAHs.  PCBs continue to decrease. 
Time will tell on other contaminants.
- Any sampling in Green Bay?  Don’t recall.  Maybe.
- How do you define nearshore?  20-30 m contour.  Have sampled in Waukegon Harbor as well.
- How can LMMCC help?  Once data are available – has to go through extensive QA.  Report
will be available after that.  LMMCC could help to add perspective.
- What is the future of the program?  Working with Environment Canada.  Trying to work on one
lake at a time.  Next is Superior, then Huron.  Five-year cycle.

• Beach Monitoring Update and Preview
Presentation by Holly Wirick.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Content standards for state reports?  Not sure.

• Great Lakes Monitoring Inventory
Lawson reported.
- Inventory complete – approaching 600 programs – U.S. heavy.
- Gap analysis also complete.  Reviewing chapters with experts for QC.
- More programming needed for the inventory GIS tool.
- Hope to be done with both by the end of the year.

• Midwest Clean Diesel Initiative
Presentation by Sue Brauer.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Lots of new ideas about changing systems and behaviors to reduce unneeded idling and
diesel fuel waste and pollution.
- Project in Indiana on this.  Project manager will write up for the LaMP.



Other Workgroup Updates

Air – Lake MI basin update/ Great Lakes Air Deposition (GLAD) Program
Presentation by Kevin Yam.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.
- Data is point in time.  Can you do trend analysis?  Based on annual inventories.  We
consolidate the data and get it out.
- How is this different from the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI)?  TRI is voluntary.  This is
compilation of state collected data and models.

ANS – Status of NAISA/ monitoring language
Hummer reported.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html. 
- Indicated that workgroup should stay on top of NAISA developments.

Land Use – Lake MI Watershed Academy
Beck reported.
- No new money, work going slow.  Planning commissions are using the money to leverage and
hold conferences.
- Participation through the GLRC.

Tributaries – Update on Lake MI Tributary Monitoring Project
Kohlhepp reported.
- Gave brief summary of project.
- Sampling on schedule – should be finalized this fall/winter.  Analysis next year.
- Peters discussed a project to compare STORET and NWIS.  Huge effort – fact sheet available. 
Analytical capacity now is tremendous.

Wetlands – Update on Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands Consortium project   
Lawson reported.
- Inventory published.
- Methods tested but need to be compared.
- Potential resources for updating the inventory and implementing some of the site-specific plan.

Fisheries and Wildlife (combined) – Monitoring of Areas of Concern beneficial use
impairments (BUI); USFWS Coastal Program – Great Lakes
Hummer reported.
- F&W workgroups can assist with developing monitoring protocols for F&W BUIs.
- “Swap Shop” planning for meeting to share ideas on F&W BUIs – possible in early-mid 2006.
- Alex da Silva:  Indiana QAPP being completed.  Using Tom Simon’s plant index of biotic
integrity (IBI) and reptiles and amphibians for F&W IBIs.

A presentation on the Coastal Program – Great Lakes by Bob Kavetsky was tabled due to time
constraints.  Kavetsky indicated that he was presenting essentially the same talk during the
State of Lake Michigan conference.  See http://wi.water.usgs.gov/lmmcc/minutes/minutes.html.

Next Steps
Review action items: (See * above)
Next meeting date: Undecided; possibly in conjunction with SWiMS meeting in Chicago
(February/March timeframe) – however, conflict with the CGLRM meeting in Windsor.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.


